SUMMARY OF EVENTS

Yesterday's Proncpal Happeniog
Wired Over the Country.

JEWISH WOMEN'S SESSION

Cornellus Vanderbilt's Gondition
Improving- + Contest FProbable
in Kentucky -« hicago Fallure
=Many vfficers vensured

New York, Nov, 19.—The last and in

some respects the most interesting ses- |

sien of the councll of Jewish women
was held to-day with the president,
Mrs. Hannah G. Solomon of Chicago,
in the chalr. The work included the
election of national ofMeers for the next
three years. For the past year a great
deal of rivalry has cropped up be-

tween the Chicago scection, walch now |

dominates the council, and the New
York section, the members of which
felt that they were not sufficiently rep-
resented on the national board. The
following were clected: President,
Mrs. Hannah G. Solomon of Chicago,
first vice president, Mrs. Sophia Beer
of New York; second vice president,
Mrs. E. Mandel of Chicago; corre-
sponding secretary, Miss Badie Ameri-
can of Chicagoe; recording
Miss Gertrude Berg of Philadelphia;
treasurer, Mrs. Carrie M. Wolf of Chi-
CREY.

At the forenoon session regolutions
sympathizing with the Armenians
who suffer from religlous persecution
provoked a great deal of

a great difference of opinlon as to
whether the Armenians were persecut-
ed or not. “A great many people are
of the opinion,” said she, “that the Ar-
menlans have brought all the trouble
on themselves through political in-
trigues and 1 do not think it is our

rovince to decide who is fo blame.”

e resolution was tabled. A resolu-
tion was adopted expressi the grat-
ftude of the Jewish women of America
at the improved condition of their co-
religionists in Russia.

For the next convention invitations
have been recelved from Denver and
Memphis. The sentiment of the dele-
gates appears to favor Denver, A re-
ception to the visiting delegates and
friends was given this aflernoon at
Bherry's.

Louisville, Ky., Nov. 15—Becretary
Richardson of the state democratie
cemmittee announces that the party
has definitely decided to contest the
election of 11 McKinley electors in Ken-
tucky. The democrata concede the
election of the foremost McKinley elec-
tor, 8. H. Kash, who ran 244 votes
chead of W. H. Smith, the leading
Bryan elector. The grounds of contest
are irregularity and fraud in a large
n of countles. The republicans
% charges of | larity
an ud as the democrats, e state
contest board Is composed entirely of
republicans.

Chicago, Nov. 15.—The Prohst Con-
struction company made an assign-
ment in the county court to-day to
Gustave Wilke.
of the largest contracting concerns in
the country. lis headguarters are in
New York. No statement was filed
showing the amount of Habilities or as-
sets, The company bullt the Coliseum,
Bchiller bullding, the peristyle at the
world's fair, Fisheries building, Hagen-
back’'s bujlding on the midway plais-
ance, court house at Fort Worth,
Texas, and other notable public bulld-
ings.

8t. Louls, Nov. 19.—Col. Frederick D.
Grant of New York, son of General

Grant, who 18 here attending the con- |

ventlon of the Army of the Tennesaes,
ealled on Mrs. Jefferson Davis and Miss
Winnle Davis at their hatel, accompa-
nled by Gen, George V. Henry of Jef-
ferson barracks. He held an Informal
interview with the ladies, which Insted

about 15 minutes. The widow of the |

confederate president expressed her-
gelf as greatly pleased to mect Colonel
Grant,

New York, Nov. 19.—~When Cornelius
Vanderbilt first fell 111 several months
ago his private and business affairs,
including the management of the New
York Central rallway and all its asso-
ciate branches, were taken care of by
fhis brother, Willlam K. Vanderblit. No
ofMcial or avthoritative statement was

made, however, at the offices of the
New York Central rallway until to-
day. when H. C. Duval, President  De.

pew's private seeroory, gave out the
follrwing for putleation:

“Cornellns Vanderbilt s improving
every day in health. He g not attend-
ing to the practical detalls of the vast
tusiness of the ratlroads with which he
i connected and will not until he has
fully rédeovered. He is in touch with
the business, however, and has a full
knowledge of all Important matters
sonnected with It as they arlse. Will-
fam K. Vanderhilt has dene whatever
bas been necessary in the management
of the moads Fince his hrother's [ITness
and will continue to renresent the Van-
derblit interest until his brother has
fully recovered. Cornellus Vanderbilt,
his family and friends believe that
with rest and the freedom from eare he
s now enjoying he will In due time
fully recover and resume his former
porit'on not only In business but
charitable and religious work in which
he has been go active and efMcient,”

Washington, Nov, 19 —The navy Jde-
partment has administered a mild and
sugeestive censure to two officers of
the navy whose names are withheld
owing to the unpleasant clreumstances
of the case and the feeling that no in-
tentional wrong was committed. Upon
the occasion of their recent return
from Magasakl, Javan, to Reattle,
Wash., tvo officers boucht tickets on a
merchant ship at the reducend
ally allowed navel ofMeers which In
this case is £25. The regpular rate was
£1, and the oMeers made a clalm on
the department for the latter amoun
The matter Paving been hroucht to the
attention of the department the oMeers
have been Informed that thev should
have heen aware that legally they
could not be reimbursed for any larger
eum than that actually expended by
them, but fnas=much as 1t did not ap
pear that there was any | nt
their part to defraud no
was considered necessary

further

Cleveland, Ohlo, Non M. A. Ha
na stated to an aseo 1 Yo
gentative to-day that ¢
view with him, sent T
the united press, making }
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discussion. |
Mrs. Frederick Nathan sald there was |

The company I8 one |

in |

rate usu- |

rdﬁ‘ldrﬂ that it does bar Hanna there

are numerous ways in which the objec- |

tions could be removed.
—_ -

BRIEF 1eLeGAMS,
London, Nov. 18—The house of lords
has dismissed with costs the appeal of
Sir Bdward Clarke from the decislon of
the court of appeals awarding the lord

Batinita at the opening of the yachting
scason on the Firth of Clyde in 188,

Berlin, Nov, 19%—A fire damp explosion
occurred In  the colllery at Retckling-
hausen, Westphalia. Twenty-five bodies
have been recovered, Forty or fifty men
are known to be still entombed. Eventu-
ally but five men were rescued. The total
number killed is about 20,

Rochester, N. Y., Nov. 19.—~The general
asgembly Knights of Labor adopted to-
day the recommendation of General Sec-
retary  Treasurer Hayes that Natlonal
Prewers’ Unlon No, 36 should either sever
its alleglance to the Federation of Labor
or to the Knights of Labor and no man
can become o member of the Knights
whose first allegiance I8 to another order

8t. Louls, Nov. 19.—<The East 8t. Louls
Packing company, which had a plant
valued at 3200000 to 400000 in East Bt
Lowis and also maintained a large estab-
Hshment in this city, has closed owing
to the small profits in the business, It Is
rumored taat the company will be reor-
ganized

Parie, Nov, 19—The Journal says It un-
derstands that In consequence of the de-
bite on the Dreyfus case in the chamber
of deputies yesterday the minister of jus-
tice, M. Darlan, has Instructed the public
progsecutor to reopen the Inguiry into the
| affalr,

Paris, Nov, 19.—A dispatch to the Fi-
garo from 8t Petersburg says M, Shizh-
kine, acting minister of forelgn afMalrs,

has been appointed minister of foreign |

affairs, In succession to the late Prince
| Lobanoff-Rostovosky,

Madrid, Nov. 18.—An official dispateh
from Manilla says the insurgents have
been defeated In engagements with the
Bpanish troops fought at Banta Cruz and
Angrat, the enemy loging 50 men killed
and the government loss belng slight.

Moscow, Nov. 19.—According to the of-

ficlal report the wyield of the prineipal
[tl'rt'all In 8 governments of European
;r Russia and the Caucasus In 1596 Is 16,15,-

W0 quarters below the avernge of the last
| 13 years.
| Pittsburg, Nov. 19—While Warden Ma-

ere of Erle was en route to Riveriede pen-
| tentlary with 23 prisoners, Thomas Cro-
nin, under five years' gentence for car rob-
| bery, jumped from the fast moving train,
| Macre followed him, but alighting on his
| head broke his neck. Cronin was seriously
| Injured.

Bt. Paul, Nov. 19.—Rev, J. H. Hull, the
preacher  charged with attempting to
polson his wife, this afternoon pleaded
gullty and was sentenced to the state
prison for six years,

Bloux Chty, lowa, Nov, 19—=The First
Natlonal bank has cloged its doors. The
fallure Is due to heavy withdrawals, The
bank I8 one of the oldest Institutions In
the city and was considered one of the

Ilnnumlr-rl, The amount of Habilities is not
l yet known, The failure is not believed to
| be a bad one,

Washington, Nov. 19~The comptroller
of the currency has recelved notlee of the

falure of the First Natlonal bank of
Clty, lowa. I8 capital is $100,000;
| labilities to depositors at date of last re-

port, $05,000; loans and discounts, $192,000, |

' Bank Examiner Blanding has been placed
[ in charge.

Buenos Ayres, Nov, 19.—-The chamber of
P deputies has pagsed o bill placing an in-
ternal tax of € centavos per Kilogram on
sugar amd providing for a bounty of 12
| eentavos on cxported sugar,

Rotterdam, Nov, 19.-The Netherland
Amerlean  lner  Spaarndam  from New
York, Nov. 7, for this port, grounded in a
! fog to=day near the small fishing town of

Muasgluis, on the New Maas, about

miles from here. The passengers have

been landed. The stemmer will probalily
| be floated next high tide.
Berlin, Nov, 1%—The Bundesrath to-day

ratitfied the treaty of trade and naviega- |

| tlon and consular convention recently ar-
| runged between Germany and Nicaragua,

———

|IN THE PAWNSHOP WINDOW

Napkin Ring of Peeullar Make Uncovers
n Sl Story.

From the Chicago Chronicle,
On the corner of a rather dingy and
obgeure  =treet  the pawnshop  stood,
The #ign of the keeper, the usual three
gilded globes, swing listlessly from a
blackened support. The globes were
getting rather dingy, and needed re-
gilding eadly. The proprietor's name
appeared on a long and narrow sign
over the doorway, and informed those
| fortunate pagsers-by to whom the three
gold balls was an enigma, that the
shop beneath was a “Loan Empo-
rium.” The door was open, the fall
seazon having only
and anvone desiring the confidence

of

the proprietor thereby recelved an ac- |

cesgion of bellef In the proprietor's
willingnesz to do business with all
clagses, Irrespective of age, sex or pre-
vious condition of sertitude,

The opening led into a rather dark-
looking rear apartment, where the
loan Interests were attended to, The
front window of the establishment was
devoted to the sale of unredeemed
pledges and a diamond brokerage bhusi-
ness, Two long showceases lay on the
counter in this pestion of the shop,
They were glittering with dlamonds,
watches, bracelets, pins, brooches and

all sorts of kniekknacks in the jewelry |

line,

The large window outside was filled
with & nondeseript array of stuff such
as i found In the average pawnshop.
A shotgun stood guard ever a mando-
i Hin, A palr of boxing gloves were lying
next to a guitar, Revolvers, daggers,
| ring=, watches, clocks, musical Instru-
ments, opera glasses aml a wilderness
of odd= and ends filled the window to
the brim. And in one corner was a
small silver napkin ring. It was rather
fancifully engraved. and in a smooth
space on the outside, in script, were
the letters "L, K K." There it waited
patiently until the careless figners of
fate should give it another toss and
send It wandering out to find its next
metamorphosis, perhaps, in the melt.
ing pot

And, coming down the street that
autumn morning was William H. Kay-
| lor, very leisurely strolling along his
way to the depot, where he expected to
take a train to his suburban home.
He had started about half an hour too
early so as to give himself ample time,

and had dispensed with the street cars, |

lelsure enough to walk to the
t. A week or 20 before there had
n rumors of burglars in the quiet
» guburh where Mr., Kayler lived,
il several of the apprehensive resi-
lents had Invested in flrearmes
bought revolvers mostly
put !} money
and another
by a sword

]+

although one
Into a repeatin
had his fan

¥

hrowsing

along
wouldn't

L Weal of

Wi

£7.000 for the loss of his yacht Valkyrie !
1L, which sunk In a collision with the |

fairly advanced, :

They |
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slve, he happened to bring within the
range of his vision the little silver nap-
kin ring. As he saw the letters 1. K.
K." his lips puckered into almost a
whistle of astonishment, Then he sald:
“Well, I'll be hanged if that lsn't a co-
incidence.”

It was an odd ocucrrence his run-
| ning across this napkin ring, in view of
the happenings of the last few days in
Mr., Kaylor's family elrcle, His son,
Lester Kaylor, who had been married
a little over a year, had been presented
with a yelling red-faced baby boy, who
welghed 10 pounds in the clear, and
who had been promptly named Lester
Edway Kaylor. His ecstatle grand-
papa had been duly admonished by his
wife to buy that baby a napkin ring
with the initlals “L. E. K.” engraved
upon it. And here In this pawnshop
window, lying In a neat lttle plush
case, was this handsome napkin ring,
with the necessary Initials, all ready
to be bought and preurl].ed to Lester
Edway Kaylor,

The ominous array of guns and re-
volvers faded from his sight, and only
the napkin ring remained. He stepped
:ml-- the etore and Ingquired the
Wrice,

“Two and a half,” was the answer,
swer,

He dug down Into the Innermost re-
cerses of his “pepper and salts” and
extracted the two fifty, lald it down on
the counter, looked once agaln to sat-
Isfy himself that the magic letters,
“Lo E. K.,"” were duly inseribed on the
napkin ring, and then hurried to the
depot,

Boarding his train he became so en-
grossed In a contemplation of the ring,
and in speculating as to how the let-
ters representing  the Initials of his
newly-arrived grandgon should come to
be engraved on it, that he came very
nearly being carried past his station.
| Arriving home, he produced the ring,
| and, with his wife, daughter and secs
| ond son, began to weave conjectures
and advance theorles concerning it.
| The ring was certainly a handsome
| one, and in a state of perfect preser-
| vation, no sign of nicks, scratches or
marks of use appearing on I That
same evening the family all went over
| to Lester's, and the ring was produced
and duly presented to Lester Edway
Kaylor. But Lester's wife, who was
Helle Edway before she assumed the
exalted position of a Kaylor, pounced
on the ring with an excitable little
screech of surprise,

“Why—why,” she gaspingly stam-
mered, “I've seen that ring before. It
| was glven to
| Louise Edith Kellar, three years ago. 1

was a classmate of her mother at the
| #eminary, Her mother was Edith
' Louise Bronden and she married a man

by the rame of Kellar, When her first
| baby was borfi she named it Louiee
| Edith—turned her own name around,
and we giris “chipped In” and got this
very ring and gent it to her at Alton,
Oh, I'm sure of it. And you got it In a
pawnshop? Why, Papa Kaylor, I'm
| sure Mrs. Kellar must be in trouble, I
only knew her as a classmate, but I am
| going to inquire into this matter, and
find her, if possible. To think of dear
little Lester's initials and that child's
being the same."

The entire Kaylor contingent, horse,
| foot and dragoons, was powerfully
| stirredl up over the mystery of the

train the next morning, and going into

the pawnshop Interviewed the proprie- |

tor. That personage looked over his
books and discovered that a woman had
pawned the ring some 14 momths be-
fore, The address she gave was hunt-
| ed up by Mr. Kaylor, but no such per-
son a8 Mre. Lewls llved there, A lit-
| the Judicious questioning developed the
[ fact that a Mre, Kellar had lived there
| some elght months before, but that she
had moved, no gne knew where,

Mr. Kaylor made some further {n-
quiries and found that a girl who lived

Kellar's, This girl worked in a candy
factory and was down town at work at
that time,
lege no time In hunting her up, so he
boarded a car In the directlon of the
candy factory, Arriving there he ob-
tained an interview with the girl after
showing his card to the manager. The
girl told him of Mrs. Kellar's where-
abouts, and he at once went to the
place, There he climbed up a narrow
stairway, knocked at the door on a
tack porch and a woman came to the
| door,

|  He inquired for Mrs. Kellar and was
told that the woman he was addressing
| was Mrs. Kellar and ho then told of
his daughter-in-law’s hearing that she
| was In the city and of her seading him
| to the first address, which he lyvingly
| explained had been forwarded to her
|l-_\' a friend, Mre. Kellar was greatly
| pleased to hear from her old school-

| mate, and Mr. Kaylor bowed himself
ont. He did not mention the napkin
ring

The rooms where Mres. Kellar was
living were miserably poor, but very
| elran and neatly kept. 8Bhe herself,
{evid ntly a woman of refinement and
of quite a pretty face, had a steady res
gerve of pride, which made no confi-
| dences and offered no apologies. Mrs,
Lester Kaylor called the next day and
there was a great recapitulation of
| £chool days and y=ubsequent happen-
Ings, Mre, Kellar's husband had died,
her people had  lest  thelr property
through the downfall of her father in
business ard poverty was the order of
the day with her and all her family
conenctiors,

Mr=. Kaylor, junior, set her wits to
work at once. Was not Edith a book-
keeper? Had she not taken a course
at the college of bockkeeplng?
sure, Well, the way was clear. Mrs,
Kellar ottained a position at the es-
tablishment where Willlam H. Kaylor
was the grand mogul and worldly af-
fairs began to fMourish with her. In
fact her charming personality =0 Im-
pressed a certain man at the store that
he began to lay sicge to her heart with
a slow, resolute persistence, to which
the Kaylors are all convinced she will
eventually have to surrender,

As for the napkin ring William H.
Kaylor bought a new one for his re-
poutable grandson, Lester FEdway
Kaylor, and the problem of dlsposing
of the other one was settled by sending
it back to Mre, Kellar, expressed from
a suburtan town near Chicago. Mrs.
Kellar never asked any questions, but
che suspected a great deal., Meanwhile
the rightful owner, Louise Edith Kel-
lar, proudly u=eg it at her meals, care-
fully tucking her napkin into it aftee
saying, “May 1 be excused, mamma.™

And in the garish light of day the old
pawnshop window beams out on the
ra Ty, It knows a story or two If It
would only tell,

—
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GREWSOME MYSTERY

West Virginia Mointain Peak Whose
fummit No Man Has Seen.

—

FIRES OF THE INFERNO

Resldents of the heglon Belleve It
Is the Home of nis : atanic
Majesty — A Fortu=
nate Escape.

Addigon (W, Va.) Letter to the Globe-

Democrat,

Three mountaineers of this county
have met a strange death. They have
disappeared, and their bodies, it is
" now generally supposed, are resting on
| the brow of “Ole Spitfire” moumntain.
| “Ole Spitfire” has fully sustained the

uncanny reputation it has held for
generations and generations, and the
Ilmwunl.alneen shrug their shoulders,
| ook volumes, but speak little about
the fate which overtook their unlucky
brethren,

“They wuz foolkardy,” they say as
they glance furtively in the direction
of the frowning face of the mountain.
“They knowed what wuz In store for

them, but they ‘lowed they wuz too |
common folkses, | @nd decayed for

| peart to die like
| Their bones’ill bleach and decay before
| any Websterite JI go after ‘em. They
| had thelr warnin’, jest like all.”

In the blazing heat of the noonday
| sun which beats down on “Ole Bpit-
lﬂra" and In the frosty autumn night

rest the three bodies, In the daytime
the eegle and hawk soar over them,
doubtless wandering at the inanimate
appearance of their old-time enemles,
At night the whippoorwill and the bat
flit past them, and the large owl of
the highlands hoots derisively.

“Ole Spitfire” bhas a mysterious
death-dealing somothing on its sum-
mit which never fails to prove fatal to
the human being who attempts to
put foot there., The insidious property
Is s3dd to be in the nature of electricity
or electric currents, which are in some
way liberated, generated or set In mo-
tion by the presence there of & man or
woman. It is known that the peak is
| & strong conductor of lightning, for
every time there s a storm in Web-
| #ter of an electrical nature the bolts
are seen to strike its top, shattering
the dark gray strata of rock clustered
about its brow,

FIRES OF  THE INFERNO,

Occasionally when there is not a
eloud tn the sky little darts and ar.
rows of electricity can be seen shoot-
Ing out from it in the evenings, and
this gave it its approprizte rame of
“Ole Spitfire.™

The mountain Is the tallest In Web-
gter. It stands isolated from the other
knohs econencted without exception by
foothilla, One of its sides, ralzing from
the Big DiMecult creek, is almost per-
pendicular, tut, being cone ghaned, the
summit is not directly above this
|  The other sides are partially covered
wintkin a few hundred yvards of the
| summit with pine and hemlock, birch
and ash trees and laurel thickets, ex-
cept In places where the huge stones
rolled fromm  the summit make hig
gplotches on its surface, like the dis-
ease gpots on a leper,

The deer, when the time comes to
shed their homs, rub off the wvelvet
arainst the rough bowlders, but the
bucks have never been known to re-
sort to “Ole Spitfire,” nor have they
over been seen on any part, Deer as
well as murman beings seem to shun it
as 4 thing sccursed,

Dave Hardrick, his brother Pete and
| Bamson, commonly called “Sampse’
| Robie, a ecousin of Hardrick, are the
ones who, it is supposed, fell a prey to
the mysterious influence of the moun-
tain., They went into certain death,
every Websterite declares, and they
et o more than what was right,
They say
‘vount and reckless, but Fampse Reble
ouehter hev had more uv the sense
| God gave him. He wua a native, too,
| and in his case there warn't no ex-

| cuse”
THEY TEMPTED FATE.

comers in Webster. They had movead
| to the eounty in the early spring, and

“Dave Hardrick wuz no |

Dave and Pete Hardrick were news- |

Fad taken the Swadley eabin and clear- |

ing when old Lon Swadley became a

| convert to Mormoniem amd took away |

all Mg worldly goods to hecome one of
the Latter Day Saints, The Hardricks
hbad the reputation of being  overly
recklesa, even for mountaincers, and
troublo-makers, and it is romored that
Tucker county, whers they came from,
had been too emall to hold them,

It would anpear strange that Roble,
with big krowledee of the mountain,
or at least with the reputation which
it held, should have been led into try-
Inz its dark daneers, The Hapdricks
alone were responsihle for bis so far
forpettire Ma perecpal safety, On

Wednesday they came over tn Roble's |

ecabin and indueed W'm, after much

nerenasion, to accompany them on the |

fatal tep.

With all of the other trad!tions re-
mardting “Ola 8n'tfire” thers I8 one
ahout it which f& a great Indurement
to any mountaineer to brave {ts mys-
tery. The prak, eectrding to the story
Farde] d~wn hy the old monntainesrs,
Is a veritahle Mount Hymettus,
evid that the clefte amnd intereticea he.
tween the rocks on ite top are fillpd
with the homey of wild bees, which
have for years and years made it their
natural hive

Many and many a time kave old
hunters who have “lined” a hea for
hovrs turned away chagrined and dis-
arpointed, and with # muttered curse

when the ineect at last was seen In |

| the clear mounta'n strmesphere an ani-
mate bullst, whizging its way straight
to the summit of the “devil knoh" as
“Me Epithre” {s rometimes called

And Adoubtless maore than one of
these hunters has dstermined, at
some future tirme, to  climb  the
mourtain and s=sttlea once for all
whotber the death story resand.
ing it was or was not true. Only
one so far as koown kent this resoive,
and that was  Press Rannett several
years agd, Sannett had bhesn often
heard to deolare that e would scale
“Ola Spitfre” He disanpeared sud-
denly one day. and his appearance was

It is |

| threw him.

set down as being another victory for |

“devil knpob,™

A FORTUNATE ESCAPE

1t was by this means that Roble was
induced by the Hardricks to go with
them and meet death on the mountain
They had not been accustomed all their
lives to lsten to the weird tales about

the

the place They had heard. however,
of the honey supposed 1o be there
They belleved this ard laughed at the
| other. Robie conld not #tand their ban-
tering, and sullenly consanted to throw
away hiz life rather than acknowledge
1y deg of cowardice to them
'Y sday, after t1aking 1 plee
js Webster for a bite t 3
told hiz wife he was going to
ok ! be home any
ght. He koew

| Webster, whoge age must be nearly 100, |

¢ | & shock which was

| stopped short

| dad-burn foolishness.”

| day afternoon near dusk cleaning some

| “wrathy.” as he expressed It
| rtarted Wednesday forenoon for Tobe

| wrapped in & eloud.

full well his wife would not consent to !

his leaving her If she was told the |
truth, .

There was another who came near
being a vietim to the mysterious in-
fluences of the “devil knob,” This was
Hannie Roble, the 17-year-old brother |
of Bampse, who started out with the |
others, but, lucky for him, he did pot
stay with them, being providentially
prevented. Now he is the only bar be-
tween his mother and his brother's
wife and starvation.

Hannle went away from the Robie
cabin with the others, If there |8 one
thing more than another that a moun-
taineer cannot stand, it is being ban-
tered to do a thing and not do H. The
Hardricks persuaded “Sampse” to ac-
company them, or forced him into it by
their teasing, and Hannle, fearful of |
being laughed at and being called a
coward, went along, though his heart
was Inwardly quaking at the thought
of braving danger, all the more terri-
ble because it was unknown. \

The party started up Blg Diffcult

| creek for about three miles and a half |

and turned north where Frying Pan |
Run came into it The latter stream |
flows at the base of “Ole Spitfire.” |
After following it for a mile or so |
through a thick laurel bed, the party |
threw direction to the winds and |
turned abruptly up the mountain |
side, |
The side they ascended Is not as
steep as the south face of the knob,
though the way was thick and rough
with mosg-covered birches and hem-
locks to climb over, which had fallen
hundreds of years,
and the rocks with the clefts between
greatly retarded the way.
SWALLOWED BY THE MOUNTAIN.
The five had reached possibiy within a
half mile of the summit where thg veg-
etatlon ceased and the big rocks Bgan,
Glimpses of the valley and the knobs
cn the other side could be had through
the tree tops. Suddenly a sound famil-
lar to all filled the alr, and Hannle,
who had brought along his rifle,

“I'll jest walt a bit,” he eaid, “and
see If I can't make Mister Pheasant
stop his drummin' purty nigh right un-
dwr our noses. Ef we don't take no-
tice he'd say we warn't no good no-
how. I'll see ef I can’'t pay him for his

“All right, Hannie,” they told him,
“we'll etop & minute and let you fraz-
zle oul ole ruffie neck.”

Perhaps Hanie stayed away longer
than he had intended, or, more likely,
he used it as a sutterfuge to go no
further, for, he says, when he returned
to the spot where he left his compan-
icne they were not to be found, and
after following them a little he gave
up the chase, [

Hannle was tired and worn, and he |
sat down on a stone to rest and cool
off. He remained there several min-
utes, he says, perhaps a half hour, but
just how long he does not know. Sud.
denly from the direction of the summit
came a shriek. subdued, yet distinet,
followed by others. Then the boy, not
waiting for more, started headlong
down the mountain until he reached
the Frying Pan Run, bloody and worn,
his heart wildly palpitating and gasp-
ing for breath. Limping and hobbling
on his feet, he did not stop until he
reached the Rohie cabin,

“I p'intedly thought that mountain
would fall on me,” he told the white.
faced woman, “fer it shook like a dug-
out on the Bowlder Shoals of Big Dif-
ficult when the water Is high."

Abe, Herron, whose cabin is on Big
DifMcult creek, across the valley frgm
“Ole Spitfire,” happened to be sitting
in the front door of his cabin Wednes-

trout which he had caught in the creek.
Happening to look from the trout to
the summit of “Epitfire,”” he called
out to his wife, who was Inside the
cabin:

“8pitfire's holy mad erbout some-
thing. I 'low nobody's been that tom-
foolin' ter try to climb it, Jest watch
the ole devil. I aln't seen it actin® that
way since Press Bannett "lowed he'd git
some uv that honey hid there.”

A WEIRD SCENE.

The woman came to the door, and to- |
gether they stood and watched the |
phenomenon. Across the valley on the |
oppoeite side the sun was sinking be- |
hind the brow of Owl Head. *“Ole 8pit-
fire's” summit, still illuminated by the
rays of the sun, its gaunt gray rocks
with the fissures between and stunted |
bushes showing plainly, was throwing
out strange fashes of electricity. They
were deseribed as  being much like
those of sheet lighining. They were
extremely vivid and it up the face of
the peak as If the disintegrated rays
of a search light heamed from it.

“It wuz like as el," Herron told the |
ctory at the village tavern, “Spitfire's
head wuz that uv a man covered with
fine hair and each halr wuz a flash of |
lightning. Fometimes there wuz only

| one flash, then there wuz another, and

t'other, like dartin' snakes, Something |
like as how a rattler travels over the
rocke. 1 dumno how ‘twas, but my
flesh crept, and 1 tuk a big drink to
steady my backhone,™

Herron sald that he and his wife |
watched "“Ole Spitfire® through the
cabln window until they went to gleep,
“And it hadn't got over ite fumin’ and
frettin' like yit," he sald,

Seth Cogar also related a strange
story of the mountain getting
Cogar

Judkin's grist mill on Rig Dificult
ereek, near where Bergoo empties into
it. Cogar got his buckwheat ground
that afternoon and was riding home
down Big DMMeult ereek when he came
to the cranberry glade where the hem-
locks had dAleappeared. His roving
eyes, like those of all mountaineers,
taking in everything at once. rested on
the summit of “Ole Spitfire.” Sudden-
ly he saw to his astonishment what
appeared to bhe the figure of a man
holdly defined against the sky on one |
of the huge weatherbeaten rocks at the |
ton As he looked at the figure the‘

|

\

rock on which It stood and the whole
summit became enveloped in a sheet of
flame, as the peaks are sometimes
Tt was blinding |
to look at. he sa'd, and his horse was |
=0 badly frichtened though it must
have been two or three miles away |
from where he was, that it almost

RECARDED WITH AWE,

“T thought ez how I wusz loony,” he
=aid, “or Spitfire was lettin® loose its |
harnt. 1 made straight licks for the |
clearin' where my cabin is. 1 dom't
want to glimpse such deviiment
agin." |

“Pap"” Tamman, the aldest man in |
but whose memcry is a marvel, tells
strange storfes of “Spitfire.” .He says
that once when he was a young child
there was a raln of stars in Webster,
and that he rememhers seeing them at
night, being awakened out of a sound
sleep. Furthermore. he says that the
etars, which must have been meteor-
Ites, seemed to be attracted to the top |
of Spitfre, falling about it ke the |
sparks from a black=mith's anvil. The |
ol man tells another story

father told to him, having witnesse
vhen he Bimself was a boy. Ome night
2 mass of fire whizzed thro air
T Iy whizzin it

ng. and it

| ean get
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county. Smoke rose from the moun-
taln next day, and for five nights after
the peak glowed as if its top was &
mass of red-hot fire,

The Indians are sald to have many
traditions about Ole Spitfire One of
these was that a great chief, or Mani-
teu, had left his people, gone on the
mountain and died apd it had become
his sepuicher. Since that time, the
men declared, It had been death
anycne to profane the hallowed
by setting foot thereon. In this
ner the chief’s resting place was
tected by an Invisible but potent means

Indians. g A

Websterites say that a number of
years ago “sky viewers" from Wash-
ington visited the country. Whether
they were astronomers or members of

| the coast and geodetic survey is not

known. They were looking for some
elevated point in the county on which
they could plant their instruments,
They laughed at the stories about “Ole
Spitfire,” but—and the mountalneers
chuckle as they tell that part—“they
left the devil knob alome. They wus
too smart for sech trifling with one uv
ole Nick's varmints."”

Three women In two cabins, with
white, furrowed faces and red-veined,
sleepless eyes, day in and much of the
night, watch the black, forbidding face
of the death peak for some sign. It
rears Its brow aloft, crowned with the
dark, awe-inspiring tons of basaltie
and granite rock, and is as unreveal-
ing as ever. Does it hold three sacri-
ficlal bodies aloft to the heavens like a
grim Molech? The women think it
does.  All Webster is certain such |Is
the case,

“Requlescat in pace,”

A SOUTHERN PHIWOI;RER.
Fix

up the fire, old lady, and make the
kittle bile;

Fer here I am at home once more, an'
here 1'll stay awhile;

I'm tired o' these elections—o' campalgn
talks and tales—

An' now I'm goin' to jerk my coat an' go
ter splittin' rails!

Fix up the fire, old lady, as brigsht as
bright kin be,

An' get the table with a plate—a extra
plate fer me;

An' fetch out that ‘ere fatted calf, an’

then some honeyeomb;
Fer this here tough old prodigal Is headed
now fer home,

Fix up the fire, old lady, an’ let her burn
an' blaze: .

Fer this 'ere prodignl's come home fer his
remainin’ days,

An' if that veal will make a meal, jest
carve her with a will;

McKinley's took the country, but we've
Bot ten acres still!

—Atlanta Constitution.

So Am L

From Spare Momenta.

An elderly gentleman living jn Mid-
Lancashire was noted for his inebriety,
On one occaslon, when he had been
imbibing pretty freely, he was met by
the clergyman of the parish in which
he lived,
¢ “Drunk again, John!" gald the pas-
or.

“80 am I! Bo am 1!" replied the
truthful John, much to the amazemen
of his spiritual adviser, -
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